
























In	 theological	 publications,	 postulations	 supporting	 a	 return	 to	 pre-evangelization	 are	 increasingly	
appearing	on	the	horizon.	This	term	indicates	the	need	to	precede	the	proclamation	of	the	Christian	
kerygma	with	 the	proper	preparation	of	potential	 recipients	of	 the	Gospel,	 so	 that	 they	can	openly	
embrace	 the	message	of	salvation	with	 their	 faith.	Pre-evangelization	 is	 thus	already	an	evangeliza-














and	 universality	 of	 the	 saving	mystery	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 She	 demands	 of	 believers	 in	
Christ	 commitment	 to	 continual	 proclamation	 of	 the	 Gospel	 "in	 season	 and	 out	 of	
























evangelization"	 and	 then	 its	 reference	 to	 evangelization	 consisting	 in	 the	 direct	
transmission	of	the	word	of	God.	In	addition,	in	order	to	fulfill	the	requirements	of	a	






zation.	 It	 can	simultaneously	 run	with	 the	complete	evangelization	 (proclamation	of	
the	 Good	 News	 of	 God	 who	 saves	 people)	 or	 precede	 it.4	 The	 aim	 of	 pre-
























couraging	 them	to	 take	an	 interest	 in	spiritual	 life.	At	 the	same	time	they	try	 to	re-







the	existence	of	 the	 invisible,	as	well	as	about	 stimulating	 their	 readiness	 to	accept	
the	gifts	of	God.	This	is	achieved	by	reflection	on	the	phenomenon	of	transience	and	
death	 and	 the	 existence	 of	 what	 transcends	 the	 technical	 possibilities	 of	measure-
ment	that	is	the	human	ability	of	thinking,	showing	love	and	experiencing	sufferings,	
and	 to	 assume	 responsibility	 for	 their	moral	 decisions.	 Pre-evangelization	wants	 to	




In	 order	 to	 fulfill	 this	 task,	 Christians	 involved	 in	 pre-evangelization	 want	 to	 learn	
about	contemporary	myths,	which	are	present	 in	 the	every-day	 life	of	people,	 their	
fears,	hopes	and	unmet	needs,	as	well	as	 their	achievements	and	problems	 in	 their	
environment.	Believers	are	open	to	relations	of	friendship	with	others,	and	ready	to	
learn	from	them	what	is	good	and	to	share	with	them	their	experience.	They	make	an	










icize	 these	elements	of	a	culture	 that	cannot	be	reconciled	with	 the	 truth	of	Christ,	
																																								 										
7		 Nebreda,	Session	d’étude	(An.	4)	631.	









In	pre-evangelization,	 the	active	 love	of	 followers	of	Christ	plays	an	 important	 role.	
This	 love	 is	manifested	 in	 their	 generous	 immersion	 in	 the	 fate	of	 the	people	 living	
around	them.	The	task	of	the	faithful	is	to	show	people	the	love	of	God	through	their	






them	questions	about	 its	 source.	This	 testimony	of	 love	helps	 in	preparing	people's	
hearts	 to	 receive	 the	message	 of	 the	Gospel,	 because	 it	 strongly	 attracts	 attention	
because	of	its	humanitarian	significance.	The	place	for	witness	is	not	only	in	interper-
sonal	 relationships,	but	also	on	 institutional	 level	 in	schools,	hospitals,	hospices	and	
social	welfare	centers	founded	by	Christians.11	
In	pre-evangelization,	 it	 is	 important	that	not	only	 individuals	give	a	witness	of	 faith	
but	also	the	entire	community.	Christians	demonstrate	to	people	living	in	their	envi-
ronment	the	way	to	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	bearing	witness	to	the	Gospel	in	their	inter-
personal	 relationships	 in	 communities.12	 Especially	 important	 is	 the	 actualization	 of	
the	biblical	ideal	of	communion,	which	as	a	rule	of	life	encourages	Christians	to	create	
fraternal	 references,	marked	by	mutual	 service	and	 reinforced	by	 common	celebra-








the	 pre-evangelization	 underlines	 the	 value	 of	 apologetics,	 which	 presents	 rational	
																																								 										
9		 Dyk,	Pre-ewangelizacja	(An.	6)	107;	Gerald	O'Collins,	Living	Vatican	II.	The	21st	Council	for	the	21st	



















form	 of	 conversion,	 so	 it	 is	 the	 Good	News	 that	 "makes	 things	 happen	 and	 is	 life-
changing.16	 The	 fullness	 of	 the	 revelation	 given	 to	 the	world	 in	 Jesus	 Christ	 is	 con-
tained	in	the	Christian	message	of	salvation.	Through	the	words	of	the	Gospel,	Christ	
himself	 speaks	 to	people,	 touches	 their	hearts	and	opens	 them	 to	 the	gift	of	God's	
redemption.17	
In	the	stricter	sense	of	the	word,	evangelization	means	proclamation	of	the	Christian	
message	 addressed	 to	 unbelievers.	 Its	 recipients	 are	 "peoples,	 groups,	 and	 socio-
cultural	contexts	in	which	Christ	and	his	Gospel	are	not	known,	or	which	lack	Christian	










14		 Domenico	 Grasso,	 Il	 kerigma	 e	 la	 predicazione,	 in:	 Gregorianum	 41	 (1960),	 424–450,	 here	 434;	
Mąkosa,	Preewangelizacja	(An.	2)	26.	
15		 Marcelo	Azevedo,	 I	 religiosi,	vocazione	e	missione,	Milan	1988,	211;	Avery	Dulles,	Vatican	 II	and	
Evangelization,	in:	Steven	Boguslawski	–	Ralph	Martin	(ed.),	The	New	Evangelization.	Overcoming	
the	Obstacles,	Mahwah	2008,	1–12,	here	3.	
16		 Spe	 Salvi	 No.	 2;	 Hans-Josef	 Klauck,	 Volk	Gottes	 und	 Leib	 Christi	 oder:	 Von	 der	 kommunikativen	










evangelization	 covers	 then	 all	 three	 stages:	 credible	 proclamation	 of	 the	 Gospel	 to	
those	who	haven’t	heard	it	yet,	pastoral	and	religious	maturation	of	believers,	as	well	
as	revival	of	faith	in	the	hearts	of	those	who	have	almost	lost	it.21	





It	 can	 therefore	 be	 assumed	 that	 there	 are	 two	 phases	 of	 evangelization:	 pre-
evangelization	in	which	there	is	no	possibility	of	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel	and	
akerygmatic	 phase	when	 the	word	of	 salvation	 is	 preached	directly.	 It	 can	be	 com-
pared	to	the	Old	and	New	Testament,	in	which	the	same	God	fulfills	the	work	of	re-
demption.	Activities	of	pre-evangelization	are	then	part	of	evangelization,	insofar	as	it	
demands	 them	and	 completes	 them	 through	 the	 explicit	 proclamation	 of	 the	 truth	
about	Jesus	Christ,	the	Son	of	God	and	Savior	of	the	world.23	
Ecclesiastic	 documents	 present	 the	 development	 of	 the	 theology	 of	 evangelization	
from	 the	 understanding	 of	 the	 presence	 of	 Christians	 in	 the	 world	 as	 pre-
evangelization	to	the	conviction	that	their	living	witness	is	already	an	authentic	proc-
lamation	of	 the	Gospel.	Therefore,	 it	 is	 sometimes	argued	 that	 the	use	of	 the	 term	
"pre-evangelization"	is	actually	superfluous.24	If	the	witness	of	life	is	already	evangeli-
zation,	the	Gospel	is	transmitted	even	though	the	name	of	Jesus	isn’t	pronounced	yet.	




Beside	 efforts	 to	 distinguish	 pre-evangelization	 from	 other	 evangelizing	 activities,	








24		 Santo	 Raponi,	 Il	 carisma	 dei	 Redentoristi	 nella	 Chiesa.	 Commento	 alle	 Costituzioni,	 Roma	 1993,	
149;	Jacques	Dupuis,	Jésus-Christ	à	la	rencontre	des	religions,	Paris	1994,	296;	Édouard-Charles	Le-

















































Although	 it	may	 sometimes	 seem	 that	 pre-evangelization	 is	 not	 a	 fashionable	 term	
today,	however,	there	are	also	voices	postulating	appreciation	of	pre-evangelization,	





no	 longer	 consider	 themselves	members	 of	 the	Church,	 and	 live	 a	 life	 far	 removed	
from	Christ	and	his	Gospel".32	Preaching	the	Gospel	 to	such	people	 is	considered	as	
part	of	the	"new	evangelization"	or	"re-evangelization",	so	it	is	necessary	first	to	help	
them	 to	 discover	 their	 spiritual	 needs	 and	 awaken	 the	 desire	 to	 satisfy	 them.	Only	




boundless	 confidence	 in	 technological	 progress	 as	 well	 as	 the	 disappearance	 of	 a	
sense	of	guilt	in	the	hearts	of	many	people,	and	loss	of	consciousness	of	the	domina-




an	 important	 role	 as	 an	 inspirational	 human	 activity	 bearing	 conversion	 of	 thinking	
about	life	and	the	world,	as	well	as	an	opportunity	to	clarify	the	key	concepts	of	Chris-
tianity	and	to	draw	the	attention	of	people	to	the	role	of	faith	in	daily	life.	




lutions	 to	 their	 problems.	 For	 this	 reason,	marketers	 first	 try	 to	 help	 potential	 cus-
tomers	to	be	aware	of	what	their	need	is	and	that	 isn’t	possible	to	cope.	Then	they	

























A	 second	 argument	 in	 favor	 of	maintaining	 interest	 for	 pre-evangelization	 refers	 to	
sociological	 observations.	 There	 are	 some	 situations	 in	 which	 it	 isn’t	 possible	 to	
preach	 the	Gospel	 because	 it	 could	be	 immediately	 rejected.	 Then	 the	Church's	 in-
volvement	should	be	orientated	toward	promotion	of	the	evangelic	values	which	are	
indeed	fully	human.	The	participation	of	believers	in	building	a	civilization	of	love,	and	





Pre-evangelization	 is	also	 supported	by	an	argument	coming	 from	the	area	of	 com-
munication,	 namely,	 the	 proposal	 to	 develop	 a	 framework	 for	 understanding	 and	






35		 Washington	 Uranga,	 Comunicación,	 Iglesia	 y	 sociedad.	 Visión	 socio-eclesiológica	 de	 la	




stellt,	 in:	Heribert	Wahl	 (ed.),	Den	„Sprung	nach	vorn”	neu	wagen.	Pastoraltheologie	 ‚nach’	dem	
Konzil.	Rückblicke	und	Ausblicke,	Würzburg	2009,	161–178,	hier	168.	
37		 Herbert	Haslinger,	Das	Handeln	des	Menschen	zwischen	System	und	Lebenswelt,	in:	Herbert	Has-





tions.39	This	 is	achieved	by	dialogue	with	people	 representing	other	 religions	or	 fol-
lowers	 of	 ideologies.40	 With	 regard	 to	 evangelization,	 dialogue	 is	 a	 form	 of	 pre-
evangelization	preparing	 the	audience	to	receive	 the	message	because	 it	allows	the	
awakening	of	the	interest	of	people	for	the	spiritual	dimension	of	reality,	and	at	the	
same	 time	 to	 remove	 barriers	 from	 the	 human	 heart	 and	 mind	 that	 prevent	 ac-
ceptance	of	the	Good	News	of	Christ.	Above	all,	dialogue	is	corresponds	to	the	action	










with	 it.	Thus	understood,	 the	phase	of	pre-evangelization	 is	also	challenging	 for	 the	
evangelizers	 to	be	able	to	establish	a	relationship	with	non-Christians	and	act	 in	ac-
cordance	with	 the	 Spirit	 of	 Christ	working	 in	 him.	 From	 this	 point	 of	 view,	 the	 im-
portant	role	in	pre-evangelization	involves	proximity,	seeking	contact	with	people	and	
willingness	to	listen	to	them.43	
Another	 important	 argument	 in	 favor	 of	 greater	 interest	 in	 pre-evangelization	 is	 its	






































and	 practices	 based	 on	 the	 Gospel	 against	 criticism	 of	 Gentiles	 served	 pre-
evangelization.47	The	aim	of	their	activity	was	preparation	of	the	way	for	the	Gospel	
through	 intellectual	 reflection,	 making	 it	 possible	 to	 recognize	 the	 differences	 be-
tween	pagan	religions	and	Christianity.	In	their	texts,	Christian	thinkers	presented	mis-






















forms	 of	 thought,	 in	 order	 to	 introduce	 later	 new	 concepts	 and	 issues	 specific	 to	
Christianity.51	 In	 his	 work,	 the	 starting	 point	 was	what	 is	more	 general	 and	 easier.	
Subsequently	he	went	to	what	is	more	difficult	and	more	detailed.	So	he	started	from	
what	 is	 commonly	 known:	 the	 legends	 of	 pagan	 religions	 and	 secular	 philosophy,	
cosmology	and	ethics.	He	presented	mythical	gods	as	evil	demons	and	pagan	prophe-
cies	 as	 lies	 and	exposed	 the	 fatalism	 typical	 for	 pagan	oracles.	 In	 the	next	 step,	 he	
touched	specific	Christian	themes	such	as	the	Incarnation	of	the	Eternal	Word	and	the	
Second	Coming	of	Jesus.	His	aim	was	to	form	Christians	so	well	 instructed	that	they	
could	 join	 the	public	 debate	 concentrated	on	philosophical	 topics.	 Their	 knowledge	
and	wisdom	of	life	helped	non-Christians	searching	for	the	truth	to	discover	the	vera	
philosophia	in	the	Christian	religion.52	













day's	Church	of	 the	possibility,	or	even	of	 the	necessity,	 to	prepare	people's	hearts	










51		 Dulles,	 A	 History	 of	 Apologetics	 (An.	 49)	 64;	 Jean	 Sirinelli	 –	 Édouard	 des	 Places,	 Introduction	
générale,	in:	Eusèbe	de	Césarée,	La	préparation	évangélique,	Paris	1974,	7–54,	here	40–44.	










of	 pre-evangelization	will	 be	 in	opposition	 to	 the	evangelization	or	 regarded	as	her	










to	 God’s	 will.55	 The	 presence,	 testimony	 and	 cooperation	 in	 the	 construction	 of	 a	
more	human	world	are	indeed	factors	of	the	shaping	civilization,	but	their	actualiza-
tion	 in	circumstances	demanding	testimony	of	 faith	contributes	to	the	development	



























will	 be	 fruitful.	 The	 better	 understanding	 of	what	 bothers	 the	 people	 of	 today	 and	
their	deeper	desire	to	reach	the	fullness	of	 life	guarantees	greater	"absorption"	and	
openness	 toward	 Christian	 truth.	 In	 this	 perspective,	 pre-evangelization	 acts	 as	 a	





of	 spectacular	 actions	 and	 of	 implementing	 original	 ideas.	 Preparation	 of	 human	
hearts	to	accept	the	Gospel	involves	all	believers	in	Christ,	not	excluding	anyone	from	
the	active	participants	 in	 this	work	–	 the	old,	or	disabled,	or	young,	or	uneducated.	
The	consequence	of	the	activity	of	the	Church,	aimed	at	creating	an	interest	in	Christi-
anity	is	not	a	waiver	of	any	other	pastoral	activities,	including	the	proclamation	of	the	
Good	News	of	 Jesus	Christ	openly.	What's	more,	pre-evangelization	 is	closely	 linked	
with	 evangelization	 as	 its	 preliminary	 stage	 and	 its	 incomplete	 form.	 The	 raising	 of	
pre-evangelization	to	the	rank	of	evangelization	results	sometimes	in	doubts	regard-
ing	the	meaningfulness	of	using	this	term,	but	this	fact	even	more	clearly	reveals	the	
great	importance	of	this	work	for	the	Church's	mission	in	that	the	proclamation	of	the	
Gospel	occupies	a	central	place.	
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